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sentence disappears in this edition of Compromise,
but it is to be found writ large in many other places
in his writings. And to us it seems very like a
confusion of thought, involving the same fallacy
as the old tag that " honesty is the best policy."
For if honesty is the best policy, the dishonest man
can always argue that what is impolitic is not
honest. There is an ethical confusion of ends in a
statement like this ; and the difference between
the minor expediency, which according to Lord
Morley is bad, and the major expediency, which is
good, becomes a mere question of quantitative
analysis. We find Lord Morley more convincing
when, as in his analysis of the doctrine of liberty,
he argues that democracy enables a State to find
its leaders by a process of natural selection, or in
his parable of the tares and the wheat, or again in
his exorcism of the idols of the theatre and the
market-place. But in his Notes on Politics and
History, written nearly thirty years later, and the
last of his political works, he is much more alive
to the inertia of the human mind, to the strength of
sentiment as compared to opinion, and to the urgent
need of educating men's minds to think before
indoctrinating them with new thoughts. Here,
indeed, he is on common ground with Cornewall
Lewis and Maine, two acute political thinkers with
whom otherwise he has little or nothing in
common.

But when all is said there is only one way of
having more wisdom than Lord Morley : it is to
have as much without his courage, the courage that
leads him into so many fields of speculation. It is